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Local Boards of Education To Urge  
Maryland State Board to Delay High  
Stakes Testing Regulations 
 
The Maryland Association of Boards of Education (MABE), on behalf of all of Maryland’s 24 local 
boards of education, is planning to urge the State Board of Education to defer final approval of 
proposed regulations that would tie high school graduation to passage of four High School 
Assessments (HSAs).   
 
MABE will recommend on May 25 that significantly more time be provided for regional public 
comment and research into major questions raised by local school systems. 
 
MABE will ask the State Board to reschedule its final vote, now scheduled for its June 15-16 
meeting, until at least December 2004.  In the meantime, MABE believes that the State Board 
and Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) should: 

• respond to questions already raised by local boards of education; and 
• host regional forums and convene other opportunities for boards of education, parents, 

teachers, principals, students, business leaders, and other educational stakeholders to 
review and comment on the controversial “high stakes” testing and graduation proposal.  

 
MABE continues to strongly support the establishment of high standards for all students and 
reasonable steps to ensure accountability.  MABE believes that high school assessments have 
an important role to play in accountability and in planning program and instructional 
improvements.  
 
However, MABE has serious questions about implementation, training, funding, dropouts, and 
other issues (see below) related to requiring all students who seek a high school diploma to pass 
certain State adopted, administered, and scored tests in addition to meeting other state and local 
requirements.   
 
MABE has consistently requested that the State Board and MSDE address these questions, as 
the HSA program and the proposal to tie graduation to the HSAs advanced in recent years. 
MABE had hoped that the State Board would solicit the input of MABE and other educational 
stakeholders, as well as the public, on the question of linking “high stakes” tests to high school 
graduation before scheduling a vote to adopt this proposal.  
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As the State Board’s June decision looms near, MABE decided to host a special meeting on April 
15, attended by more than 70 individuals from 23 of the 24 local school systems, to identify 
questions and challenges that should be addressed by the State Board and MSDE before 
proceeding to adopt final regulations. In response to the number of significant questions outlined 
below, MABE concluded that the State Board should delay its decision until at least December.   
 
Questions and Challenges 
 

• Will the tests be scored in a manner that provides teachers and administrators with 
prompt, student-specific diagnostic information on which future instruction can be based?  

 
• Will there be item analysis of test questions?  

 
• Will additional State funding be provided to support supplemental, remedial education for 

students failing to pass one or more HSAs? 
 

• Has the State Board or MSDE estimated or identified funding sources for services, 
including professional development, curriculum development, curriculum alignment and 
program evaluation? 

 
• Will alternative assessments be available beginning in the 2004-2005 school year while 

the recently announced task force on alternative assessments meets to address this 
important issue? 

 
• Do the experiences in other States implementing “high stakes” graduation requirements 

indicate an increased percentage of students dropping-out prior to the end of 12th grade? 
 

• Does the State Board or MSDE plan to track and correlate any changes in the dropout 
rate as the new graduation requirement is implemented? 

 
• Has the State concluded that the tests and cut scores required under this proposal are 

sufficient to demonstrate proficiency in the subject area? 
 

• Has a cost/benefit analysis been conducted regarding the adoption and implementation of 
this proposal? 

 
• Will the State Board implement the program in a manner that denies diplomas in 2009 to 

a significant percentage of students or any subgroup of students? 
 

• Does the State Board intend to increase the number of HSAs beyond the current four? 
 

• Does MSDE have a plan for publications, Public Service Announcements, or other public 
relations tools to explain the rationale for this new State requirement? 
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Statements from MABE  
 
MABE President, Ms. Terry Troy: “This is such an important decision for the students of 
Maryland. The State Board should not commit Maryland to a new "high stakes" graduation test 
without explaining to local boards of education and all Marylanders the costs and how we will 
implement this new requirement.” 
 
MABE President-Elect, John Hayden: “Recognizing the importance of both the need for our 
students to be offered more demanding and relevant educational opportunities, and the lifelong 
impact of the proposals now being considered for those who may need additional resources in 
order to obtain a high school diploma, the request for additional time during which issues can be 
fully discussed is a reasonable one.” 
 
MABE Executive Director, Dr. Carl Smith: “I hope that the hearing being held on May 25 
signals a renewed commitment to involving education stakeholders and the citizens of the State 
of Maryland in decisions that impact public education across the State.” 
 
 
Background 
 
In February, the State Board published proposed regulations to reform Maryland’s high school 
graduation requirements. The State Board has scheduled a public hearing on May 25 to hear 
public testimony before voting in June. The proposed regulations would: 
 

• Require passage of four tests, (Biology, English I, Algebra/Data Analysis, and 
Government), in order to graduate from High school beginning in 2009; and 

• Allow for passage based on a minimum combined “composite” score. 
 
The proposed regulations and additional background information are available on the MSDE 
website: http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/testing/hsa 
 
 
 


