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MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Members of the Board of Education 
 
From:  Jerry D. Weast, Superintendent of Schools 
 
Subject: Report on Student Performance on the Maryland School Assessments 
 
 
New data released today by the Maryland State Department of Education indicate that the 
Montgomery County Public Schools met or exceeded all of the standards for Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) on the Maryland School Assessments for every systemwide category, except 
special education students and students with limited English proficiency—and even these 
categories represent a relatively small number of situations within individual schools. New 
national comparisons also underscore the comparatively high performance of students on a 
national basis, with students scoring as high as the 72nd median percentile nationally. The 
following chart provides a summary of the data reports released today. 
 

Systemwide Student Performance Data on Maryland School Assessments 
Montgomery County Public Schools  

2002-2003 
 

Grade 
 
Subject 

 
Percent 

Advanced 

 
Percent 

Proficient 

Percent 
Combined 
Advanced/ 
Proficient 

 
Percent 
Basic 

Median 
National 

Percentile 
Rank 

3 Reading 14.0 52.3 66.3 33.2 53rd  

 Math 26.1 49.4 75.5 24.5 70th  

       

5 Reading 38.0 36.6 74.7 25.3 65th 

 Math 19.3 48.5 67.8 32.2 70th 

       

8 Reading 37.8 33.0 70.9 29.1 67th 

 Math 26.7 30.8 57.5 42.5 72nd  

       

10 Reading 43.0 26.7 69.8 30.2 71st 

 Math tbd tbd tbd tbd tbd  

 
The state requirements for meeting AYP specify both system and individual school performance.  
The more than three-fourths of the system’s comprehensive schools met the AYP requirements 
in every category of disaggregated student data, including racial, ethnic, economic, English 
proficiency, and disability.  The following table provides a numerical overview of the number of 
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schools that met or did not meet the AYP requirements this year.  Of particular note is the 
significant achievement that all of the elementary, middle, and high schools met the AYP 
requirements for each of the racial and ethnic groups, including African American and Hispanic 
students.  In fact, the only areas in which the AYP requirements were not met, and only by a 
comparatively small number of schools, were in the categories of special education, English 
language proficiency, and the Free and Reduced-price Meal System (FARMS). 
 

Performance of Elementary, Middle, and High Schools in Meeting Adequate Yearly Progress  
Montgomery County Public Schools                                                           

 2002-2003 

 
Not Meeting AYP by Specific Category 

 
School 
Level 

 
Meeting AYP 

in All 
Categories 

 
Meeting 

AYP for All 
Racial/ 
Ethnic 
Groups 

 
Not 

Meeting 
only One 
Category 

 
Not 

Meeting 
Two or 
More 

Categories 
Special 

Education 
Language 
Proficiency 

FARMS 

Elementary 103 of 125 All 125 16 6 6 14 4 

Middle 25 of 36 All 36 9 2 4 7 0 

High 12 of 23 All 23 7 4 7 8 0 

Total 140 of 184 All 184 32 12 17 29 4 

 
Because the final data was only received today and access to the state’s website began only this 
morning, we have not had an opportunity to delve into the data more explicitly.  Aside from the 
systemwide data on the MSA results, we were able to learn that the satisfactory standard for the 
graduation rate was met by every high school and systemwide with a rate of 92.5 percent.  In 
addition, the system met the standard for a dropout rate at 2.01 percent last year.  More details 
will be provided as staff members have an opportunity to download specific data files and review 
the information more closely.  Individual school data is available on not only our school system 
but also all other systems in Maryland at the state’s web site at http://msp.msde.state.md.us. 
 
In the meantime, I believe the results provided today underscore the continuing strength of the 
school system’s instructional program at a time when the challenges are significant for 
principals, teachers, and other staff in addressing the needs of an increasingly diverse student 
enrollment.  For example, since the 1998-1999 school year, the number of limited English 
proficient students has grown from 7,926 students to 11,805 students last year, an increase of 49 
percent in just four years.  Similarly, the number of impoverished children, as identified by those 
participating in the federal meals program, increased from 28,766 students four years ago to 
31,247 students last year.  The growth in these numbers shows no signs of abating. 
 
I will continue to keep you informed. 
 
JDW:kmy 
 
Copy to: 
   Executive Staff 
   Principals 
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