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Office of the Superintendent of Schools
MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Rockville, Maryland

January 11, 2005

MEMORANDUM

To: Members of the Board of Education

From: Jerry D. Weast, Superintendent of Schools

Subject: Foreign Language Report

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the Board of Education with a comprehensive
review of the foreign language program, Grades K–12, in the Montgomery County Public
Schools (MCPS). On February 23, 2004, the Board unanimously approved a resolution
recommending that the associate superintendent for Curriculum and Instructional Programs
conduct an internal review of the MCPS Foreign Language Program.  This report addresses the
following topics: current status of the foreign language program, Grades K–12; how MCPS
monitors the effectiveness of the foreign language program; how the MCPS Foreign Language
Program compares to foreign language programs in comparable districts; and findings and
recommendations based on the review.

Background

The MCPS Foreign Language Program offers students a curriculum aligned to the national
Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st Century.  These standards are as follows:
to communicate in languages other than English; to gain knowledge and understanding of other
cultures; to connect with other disciplines and acquire information; to develop insight into the
nature of language and culture; and to participate in multilingual communities at home and
around the world. 

The MCPS Foreign Language Program helps students appreciate linguistic and cultural diversity
and the contributions of other cultures to world civilization. Through studying a foreign
language, students begin to acquire the knowledge, skills, and cultural awareness necessary for
effective participation in an economically, socially, and politically connected world.
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Benchmarking

Benchmarking results from five similar districts nationwide indicate that the MCPS Foreign
Language Program compares favorably to all districts. Although MCPS ranks third among these
school districts in total enrollment, with 139,337 students, it ranks first in total number of
students enrolled in foreign languages (44,019), surpassing Fairfax County (36,102) and Palm
Beach County (30,350), with a total enrollment of 163,527 and 172,532, respectively.

Secondary Offerings

There is strong interest in learning foreign languages across the district, as evidenced by the
increased number of seniors graduating with foreign language credits. In spite of other
graduation requirement options, 90 percent of all MCPS graduating seniors earn two or more
foreign language credits, up from 88.7 percent three years ago. Thirty percent earned four or
more foreign language credits by the time they graduated in 2004, an increase of 1.8 percent
from three years ago. 

The MCPS Foreign Language Program includes ten languages at the high school level, Spanish
for Spanish Speakers, and American Sign Language.  

Middle School Offerings

At the middle school level, foreign language programs include an awareness to languages
course, as well as high school credit bearing courses in Spanish at all schools, French in 31
schools, Latin in one, Chinese in four, Japanese in one, and Italian in three.  Eight middle
schools offer Level 1 foreign language opportunities to their Grade 6 students.

Additionally, five middle schools provide continuation of the partial immersion programming.
In each of these programs, an MCPS content course, usually social studies, and the immersion
language form the core of the immersion experience. In the Chinese immersion, Chinese
Through Art is taught in place of social studies. The middle school immersion program is
designed to articulate to Level 4 Honors in high school. 

Elementary School Offerings

Elementary school foreign language programs include the Montgomery County Council of
Parent Teacher Associations (MCCPTA) Foreign Language in the Elementary School (FLES)
serving 4,164 students in 99 schools; a Spanish program for 61 students in Grades 3–5 at
Monocacy Elementary School; five immersion programs in French, Spanish, and Chinese; and
one Spanish/English dual language program.
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Curriculum and Assessment

To ensure usefulness of resources, another part of the curriculum revision process has been to
identify textbooks that can be used sequentially to support foreign language instruction. An
important part of the curriculum revision process has been the development of countywide
foreign language final examinations.  According to the Code of Maryland Regulations
(COMAR), to earn high school credit for foreign language instruction, middle school students
must—

• Be taught by a certified secondary instructor,
• Pass the course in which they wish to earn high school credit, and
• Pass the high school final examination for that course.

As a result of Board action in December 1996, countywide foreign language final examinations
were developed for Levels 1, 2, and 3 of French and Spanish. The final examinations were
piloted in the spring of 1997, and they have been revised to reflect curriculum revisions.  These
examinations have played a critical role in standardizing the implementation and articulation of
foreign language curriculum and instruction from middle school to high school across the
county.

Conclusion

I am pleased that the data in this report indicate a comprehensive and highly successful foreign
language program is provided to students in MCPS.  Staff in the Office of Curriculum and
Instructional Programs will continue to work to refine and improve upon the existing program
based on the recommendations contained in the report.  I will keep the Board informed about the
progress of the implementation of these recommendations.

At the table for today’s discussion are Mr. Dale Fulton, associate superintendent for curriculum
and instructional programs; Dr. Karen Harvey, director of curriculum and instruction; and 
Dr. Robert Robison, curriculum supervisor for foreign language.

JDW:DEF:gg
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Foreign Language Report provides the Board of Education a comprehensive review of the
current Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) foreign language program, Grades K–12.
A resolution unanimously approved by the Board on February 23, 2004, recommended that the
associate superintendent for Curriculum and Instructional Programs conduct an internal review
of foreign language programs that currently exist in MCPS. The report addresses the following
topics: the status of the current foreign language program, Grades K–12; how MCPS monitors
the effectiveness of foreign language programs; how the MCPS Foreign Language Program
compares to foreign language programs in comparable districts; and the findings and
recommendations that can be reached based on the review.

During the fall of 2004, staff in the offices of Curriculum and Instructional Programs (OCIP) and
Strategic Technologies and Accountability (OSTA) collaborated to collect and analyze
enrollment and student performance data.  OCIP staff developed and distributed a questionnaire
to comparable school districts to benchmark the MCPS Foreign Language Program.  In addition,
staff organized information about specific programs offered countywide and in selected
elementary, middle, and high schools. This report details the results of the review.

The first section of the report provides information about foreign language courses, enrollment
trends, monitoring, and assessment at the secondary and elementary levels. The second section
of the report describes course offerings, enrollment, and assessment in elementary and middle
school foreign language immersion programs.  The third section gives benchmarking results, and
the last section summarizes the resulting implications and recommendations of the review.

Elementary and Secondary Foreign Language Program

MCPS offers instruction in ten languages at the high school level, in up to seven levels.  Honors
level classes are available in Levels 3 and 4. Levels 5 and above are considered advanced level
instruction where Advanced Placement (AP) courses and two-year International Baccalaureate
(IB) Diploma Programs are offered.  American Sign Language is offered in three high schools
and Spanish for Spanish Speakers is available in 12 high schools and ten middle schools.  

Middle schools offer foreign language instruction in two models: full-year Level 1 high school
courses or one semester of Level 1 over a full school year.  Spanish is available in all middle
schools and French in all but five middle schools. Chinese, Italian, Japanese, and Latin are
offered in selected middle schools. MCPS offers a Spanish program to 61 students in Grades 3–5
at Monocacy Elementary School. 



This school year, 27,079 or 60 percent of 45,145 high school students in MCPS are engaged in
foreign language learning, as compared to the national figure of 43.8 percent. Similarly, 67
percent of MCPS Grade 7 and 8 middle school students are studying a foreign language, more
than triple the 14.7 percent national enrollment rate reported. National data indicate that five
percent of elementary students are enrolled in non-exploratory foreign language courses,
compared to three percent in MCPS. 

Ninety percent of all MCPS graduating seniors earn two or more foreign language credits, up
from 88.7 percent three years ago. More than 40 percent have continued to Level 5 to AP. Asian
students are most likely to have earned two or more credits (94.6 percent) followed by Whites
(93.4 percent), Hispanics (89.2 percent), and African Americans (79.9 percent).  

More than 80 percent of the MCPS foreign language students tested routinely over the last three
years pass countywide final examinations in both semesters, and middle school students
consistently outperform their high school counterparts on all measures. Last year, the majority of
the 1,192 students who took AP examinations earned scores of 3 or higher.  SAT II scores
earned by MCPS students in 2003–2004 indicate the 491 students who took the examinations
performed at a high level. Of the 615 students who took the International Baccalaureate tests last
year, approximately 80 percent passed. 

Foreign Language Immersion 

Five middle schools provide continuation partial immersion programming for the immersion
schools in Grades 6–8. Enrollment has increased more than 19 percent from 320 to 381 students.
The French program has demonstrated significant gains, while Spanish and Chinese have
remained relatively stable. Elementary immersion programs offered in MCPS include three total
immersion, two partial immersion, and one dual language program. At the elementary immersion
level, the overall three-year enrollment history demonstrates a slight growth in Spanish, stability
in Chinese, and a 7.4 percent increase in French.  

In 2003, Grade 2 immersion students performed as well or better than their non-immersion
counterparts within their own schools and across the county in virtually all categories on the
Comprehensive Test of Basic Skills (CTBS). In the same year, more than 80 percent of third
grade immersion students performed at the proficient or advanced level in mathematics on the
Maryland School Assessment (MSA).  Grade 8 immersion middle school students outperformed
school averages for the MSA in 2003 and 2004 in reading and mathematics.  

Benchmarking

Benchmarking results indicate the MCPS Foreign Language Program compares favorably to
similar districts. Although MCPS ranks third among these school districts in total enrollment,
our system ranks first in total number of students enrolled in foreign languages.  MCPS and
Fairfax are the only districts in the group that offer ten languages. All districts, including MCPS,
provide dual language instruction and heritage language instruction for Spanish speakers. All of
the districts are evenly matched in IB and AP offerings.  Finally, Fairfax County leads all six



school districts with systemwide assessments in eight of its ten languages, while MCPS follows
with four.  

Findings

Findings of the review include the following:

• The MCPS Foreign Language Program is a comprehensive program that offers a variety
of languages and language programs meeting a range of interests and levels of readiness. 

• A high percentage of seniors graduate with two or more years of foreign language
credits. 

MCPS provides foreign language teachers curriculum frameworks, instructional guides, and
assessments aligned with state and national standards, which serve to prepare students for
college-level courses and standardized instruction across the county. 
Performance of immersion students on standardized measures demonstrates the effectiveness of
the immersion approach.  
The MCPS foreign language program competes favorably with comparable districts.  

• The MCPS community values foreign languages.

Recommendations

The review of foreign language in MCPS reveals areas for further investigation or action,
including the following:

Develop a process to determine new language offerings to assure articulation within clusters.
MCPS staff must consider foreign language programs and courses offered at specific elementary,
middle, and high schools so that continuity is provided for extended sequences from one level to
the next. 
Develop a protocol to identify Grade 6 students to participate in foreign language programs.
Review immersion programs for consistency of English language instruction.
Improve communication to parents regarding the current articulation patterns for immersion
programs.   
Review and revise the middle school immersion programs. 
Monitor enrollment patterns in the middle school immersion programs. 
Collaborate with the Office of Human Resources to recruit highly qualified immersion teachers. 
Collaborate with the Office of Organizational Development to develop a professional
development plan to support the new immersion teachers.
Continue to align the curriculum with instructional resources including textbooks.
Consider the use of externally developed assessments to provide independent validation of
student performance in the foreign language program and determine program effectiveness.
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The Foreign Language Report is a comprehensive review of the current Montgomery County
Public Schools (MCPS) foreign language program, Grades K–12.  On February 23, 2004, the
Board of Education unanimously approved a resolution recommending that the associate
superintendent for Curriculum and Instructional Programs conduct an internal review of the
MCPS Foreign Language Program. This report addresses the following topics: status of the
current Foreign Language Program, Grades K–12; how MCPS monitors the effectiveness of the
foreign language program; how the MCPS Foreign Language Program compares to the foreign
language programs in comparable districts; and the findings and recommendations based on the
review.

GOALS OF THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROGRAM

The MCPS K–12 Foreign Language Program is designed to enable students to use oral and
written language for meaningful and culturally appropriate communication in the situations they
are most likely to encounter. The program helps students appreciate linguistic and cultural
diversity and the contributions of other cultures to world civilization. Through studying a foreign
language, students begin to acquire the knowledge, skills, and cultural awareness necessary for
effective participation in an economically, socially, and politically connected world.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROGRAM

The MCPS Foreign Language Program offers students a curriculum aligned to the national
Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st Century.  These standards are as follows:
to communicate in languages other than English; to gain knowledge and understanding of other
cultures; to connect with other disciplines and acquire information; to develop insight into the
nature of language and culture; and to participate in multilingual communities at home and
around the world.  The summer of 1987 marked the beginning of the first major revision of the
MCPS foreign language curriculum in a decade. Revisions were made in three phases, spanning
15 years.

Phase 1:  The Council on Instruction approved a draft set of student outcomes for Levels 1–6 in
all languages. A level of foreign language instruction refers to the instructional goals that can be
met within an academic year in high school. Also approved in Phase 1 was a countywide pilot of
Level 1 outcomes in middle schools and Levels 1–2 outcomes in high schools for the 1989–1990
school year. 

Phase 2:  A voluntary field test was conducted of student outcomes for Levels 4–6 with
countywide pilot testing of these outcomes during the 1994–95 school year.  The Council on
Instruction approved Levels 1–3 of the revised curriculum and a pilot of Levels 4–6 in May
1994.  The Board of Education approved the Foreign Language Program of Studies for Levels
1–3 in July 1994.  In December 1997, the Council on Instruction approved outcomes for Levels
4–6.
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Phase 3: The Spanish for Spanish Speakers course was revised. Draft curriculum guides were
produced and piloted in 1998 and 1999. In 1999–2000, MCPS requested and received grant
funding from the United States Department of Education to align the existing curriculum with
the national Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st Century. As part of the
alignment process, curriculum frameworks for Chinese, German, Italian, Japanese, and Russian
were updated as well. In 2002–2003, teachers of Levels 1–2 participated in a mandatory pilot of
the newly aligned curriculum. A mandatory pilot of the Level 3 French and Spanish curriculum
took place during the 2003–2004 school year, and Levels 4 and 5 are currently engaged in a
mandatory pilot of their newly aligned curriculum. Finally, French and Spanish textbooks were
identified in the 2003–2004 school year to support the newly aligned curriculum. 

To ensure usefulness of resources, another part of the curriculum revision process has been to
identify textbooks that can be used sequentially to support foreign language instruction. An
important part of the curriculum revision process has been the development of countywide
foreign language final examinations.  According to Code of Maryland Regulations  (COMAR),
to earn high school credit for foreign language instruction, middle school students must—

• Be taught by a certified secondary instructor,
• Pass the course in which they wish to earn high school credit, and
• Pass the high school final examination for that course.

As a result of Board action in December 1996, countywide foreign language final examinations
were developed for Levels 1, 2, and 3 of French and Spanish. The final examinations were
piloted in the spring of 1997, and they have been revised to reflect curriculum revisions.  These
examinations have played a critical role in standardizing the implementation and articulation of
foreign language curriculum and instruction from middle school to high school across the
county.

Course Offerings

High School

The MCPS Foreign Language Program offers instruction in ten languages at the high school
level: American Sign Language (ASL), Arabic, Chinese, French, German, Italian, Japanese,
Latin, Russian, and Spanish (See Appendix). French and Spanish are considered Core I courses,
which must be taught in all high schools regardless of enrollment, and have a standardized
curriculum and assessment program. Moreover, MCPS offers up to seven levels of sequential
foreign language instruction.  In order to provide an additional challenge to students, honors
level classes are available in Levels 3 and 4.  Levels 5 and above are considered advanced level
instruction where Advanced Placement (AP) courses and two-year International Baccalaureate
(IB) Diploma Programs are offered.  Students who earn scores of three or better on AP
examinations may be eligible for college credit. In IB programs, they also may earn IB diplomas,
which are recognized for university entrance in all participating countries.  Students enrolled in
the newly inaugurated Cambridge International Certificate Program will be eligible to earn
certificates in the near future.
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American Sign Language (ASL)

American Sign Language is offered in three high schools and has a current enrollment of 340
students, three times the enrollment three years ago. The University of Maryland considers ASL
a foreign language that meets its language admissions requirements; on the other hand, the
Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) recognizes ASL as an elective only.

Spanish for Spanish Speakers 

MCPS offers an additional foreign language course, Spanish for Spanish Speakers, (SSS) for
students whose home language is Spanish but whose proficiency levels vary greatly as do their
backgrounds. SSS is available in 12 high schools and ten middle schools. The target group
includes students born in the United States who speak Spanish at home and students born in
Spanish-speaking countries who have had some formal education in Spanish.

The course utilizes a language arts approach comparable to that of English courses offered to
English-speaking students, and the curriculum incorporates both Maryland state content
standards and the national Standards for Foreign Language Learning. Additionally, the
curriculum subsumes material included in regular Spanish courses (Spanish 1, 2, 3/3H).  The
goal of this course is to move students to Levels 4, 5, and Advanced Placement as quickly as
possible.

Middle School

Middle schools offer foreign language instruction in two models (Table 1). Some middle schools
offer full-year Level 1 high school foreign language courses. Others offer each semester of the
Level 1 high school foreign language course over a full school year.  Spanish is available in all
middle schools, and French is taught in all but five middle schools. Chinese is now available in
four middle schools, and efforts are underway to ensure curriculum and assessment are aligned
with high school courses. One middle school offers Latin.  This year, one Japanese and three
Italian programs have been added to middle schools (See Appendix).

Table 1
Middle School Foreign Language Course Sequence

Grade / Level 6 7 8
1AB 2AB 3AB
1A 1B 2AB

1AB 2AB
1A 1B

1AB
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Eight middle schools offer Level 1 foreign language opportunities to their students in
Grade 6. An additional middle school is planning to offer Level 1 instruction in Grade 6
next school year. French and Spanish are the predominate languages offered, enrolling 159
and 435 Grade 6 students in the 2004–2005 school year, respectively.

Awareness of Language

Awareness of Language (AOL), also called Orientation to Language and Culture (OLC), is
a foreign language course for Grade 6 and often forms a part of the arts rotation for Grade
7 students. It was created in the mid 1990s and is available in 15 middle schools. The  course
helps students to understand language—why it is used and how it works—and the
importance of other languages in today's interdependent world. This course provides
opportunities for interdisciplinary study, specifically with the English/language arts and
world studies curricula. 

Elementary

Monocacy Elementary School Foreign Language Program

MCPS offers  a Spanish foreign language program to 61 students in Grades 3 to 5 at
Monocacy Elementary School. The goal of the program is to develop familiarity with
language and culture in order to better prepare students for Level 1 middle school foreign
language study. Monocacy’s Spanish program started in the early 1990s as part of a plan to
reduce variance in enrollment between the two elementary schools in the Poolesville
cluster.  

Montgomery County Council of Parent-Teacher Associations (MCCPTA) Foreign
Language Program

Demand for foreign languages in the elementary schools (FLES) is strong.  The MCCPTA
provides before- and after-school classes in Spanish, French, and Mandarin Chinese to
4,164 students in 99 elementary schools and ten middle schools across the county.
Beginning, intermediate, and advanced level courses are available, depending on sufficient
enrollment. Staff from the Department of Curriculum and Instruction has worked with the
MCCPTA FLES Office to align the FLES Program with the MCPS Level 1A foreign
language curriculum. Classes meet once a week for an hour. The cost to each student is
$140 per year.

Enrollment 

Secondary 

Of the 66,852 secondary students (Grades 7–12) attending MCPS in the fall of 2004, 62.1
percent are enrolled in foreign languages (Table 2). In contrast, Draper and Hicks report national
enrollment figures of 33.8 percent in their 2002 article for the federal government. MCPS
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enrollment patterns reflect national trends when broken down by language. Spanish enrollment
dominates foreign language instruction within MCPS at all levels—approximately 68 percent of
all secondary (Grades 7–12) foreign language enrollments—including Spanish for Spanish
Speakers. French accounts for 21 percent of the secondary foreign language enrollment numbers,
followed by Latin (4.4 percent), Chinese (1.4 percent), and Italian (1.0 percent). Arabic,
Japanese, German, ASL, AOL/OLC, and Russian account for less than one percent each of the
total secondary foreign language enrollment in MCPS.

Table 2
Secondary (7-12) Foreign Language Enrollment

2004-2005

Language Enrollment % FL
Spanish 27,402 66.0%
SSS 1,655 2.5%
French 8,722 21.0%
Latin 1,810 4.4%
Chinese 576 1.4%
Italian 411 1.0%
ASL 329 0.8%
Russian 237 0.6%
Japanese 211 0.5%
AOL/OLC 67 0.2%
Arabic 27 0.1%
German 56 0.1%

Total FL Secondary
7 - 12 41,503 62.1%

Total MCPS Secondary
7 - 12 66,852

High School 

MCPS high school enrollment figures surpass national statistics as well (Table 3).  For the
2004–2005 school year, 27,079 or 60 percent of 45,145 high school students in MCPS are
engaged in foreign language learning, as compared to the national figure of 43.8 percent reported
for 2000.  
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Table 3
High School FL Enrollment by Grade, 2004–05

Language/
Grade 9 10 11 12 Total Percent of

FL

Spanish 6,307 5,685 3,491 1,479 16,962 62.6%
SSS 440 435 290 81 1,246 2.8%
French 1,872 1,670 1,227 707 5,476 20.2%
Latin 228 493 633 407 1,761 6.5%
Chinese 124 161 126 104 515 1.9%
Italian 59 63 82 79 283 1.0%
Japanese 39 50 56 42 187 0.7%
Arabic 5 5 10 7 27 0.1%
German 10 26 14 6 56 0.2%
ASL 57 96 109 67 329 1.2%
Russian 67 67 53 50 237 0.9%

Total HS
Foreign Lang
Enrollment by

Grade
9,208 8,751 6,091 3029 27,079  

Total HS
Enrollment by

Grade
12,722 11,467 10,948 10,008 45,145  

Percent of
MCPS Students

Taking FL by
Grade

72.4% 76.3% 55.6% 30.3%  60.0%

Middle School

Similarly, 67 percent of the county’s Grade 7 and 8 middle school students (Table 4) are
studying a foreign language, more than triple the 14.7 percent national enrollment rate reported
by Draper and Hicks.  One thousand two hundred one Grade 6 students are enrolled in a foreign
language course. This number is not included in the percentage of total middle school students
enrolled since not all middle schools offer this option to their Grade 6 students.
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Table 4
Middle School Foreign Language Enrollment by Grade, 2004-2005

Language/
Grade

6 7 8 Total Percent of
MS FL

Spanish 439 5,273 5,063 10,775 68.7%
SSS    180    229      409   1.3%
Spanish Immersion 60 47 57 164 1.0%
French 147 1,535 1,657 3,339 21.3%
French Immersion 57 28 26 111 0.7%
Italian 7 110 18 135 0.9%
Chinese 52 35 87 0.6%
Chinese Immersion 26 16 13 55 0.4%
Latin 40 9 49 0.3%
Japanese 16 8 24 0.2%
AOL 290 4 294 1.9%
OLC 175 21 42 238 1.5%
Total MS Foreign
Lang Enrollment
by Grade

1,201 7,322 7,157 15,680

Total MS
Enrollment
By Grade 10,555 10,832 10,875 32,262
Percent of Middle
School Students
Taking FL by
Grade

            11% 68% 66% 49%

Figures as of September 23, 2004

Elementary 

Elementary enrollment at the national level indicates that five percent of students in
Grades K–6 are enrolled in non-exploratory foreign language courses, as compared to
MCPS where less than three percent study Spanish, French, or Chinese within the same grade
range. 

Diversity 

Table 5 shows the breakdown of the MCPS foreign language program enrollment by gender and
ethnicity for the past three years.  Females are more likely to enroll in foreign language than
males, and it appears that males are beginning to take more interest in foreign language learning.
Data regarding ethnicity and the study of foreign languages suggest that a higher percentage of
white middle school students take foreign languages than white high school students, but that
both groups are now enrolling in foreign languages less frequently than before.  On the other
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hand, there has been a slight increase in the percentage of African American middle and high
school students enrolling in foreign languages. 



9

Table 5
Foreign Language Enrollment in MCPS

By Gender and Race, Three Years

Secondary Courses and Middle School Immersion Programs
2004-2005
Enrollment

2003-2004
(Had FL Grade,

Quarter 4)

2002-2003
(Had FL Grade, Quarter

4)

HS MS HS MS HS MS
Number of 
FL Students (27,079) (15,680) (23,422) (15,042) (22,903) (15,223)

GENDER

Female 53 % 52 % 53 % 53 % 54 % 53 %
Male 47 % 48 % 47 % 47 % 46 % 47 %

RACE

White 48 % 52 % 49 % 53 % 51 % 56 %
African American 19 % 18 % 18 % 17 % 18 % 17 %
Hispanic 17 % 14 % 16 % 14 % 15 % 12 %
Asian American 15 % 16 % 16 % 16 % 16 % 15 %
American Indian < 5% < 5% < 5% < 5% < 5% < 5%

Monitoring Program Effectiveness

Effectiveness of the Foreign Language Program is gauged by enrollment and continuation data,
performance on countywide final examinations, and standardized test scores.  

Enrollment Trends

MCPS secondary enrollment trends over the past three years compare favorably to national
enrollment trends, detailed by Draper and Hicks who compared foreign language enrollment data
in 2000 and in 1994.  In general, the MCPS secondary foreign language enrollment has grown
nearly six percent over the past three years compared to the one percent gain nationally.  Six
MCPS languages—Spanish, Japanese, Latin, Italian, Chinese, and Russian—have increased by
margins ranging from 7.1 to 50.1 percent, with Italian (19.8), Chinese (45.7) and Russian (50.1)
demonstrating the most marked gains. On the other hand, French has declined by 3.2 percent
locally, mirroring a national trend, and German and Arabic have declined by nearly half.  By
comparison, at the national level, Spanish enrollment climbed approximately three percent, and
Italian increased by 38 percent.  The remainder of the languages surveyed nationally—German,
Japanese, Latin, and Russian—experienced small declines of less than 1 percent.
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Language and Graduation Requirements

As part of its diploma requirements for graduation, the Maryland State Department of Education
(MSDE) requires students to complete one of the following: earn two credits in a foreign
language; earn two credits in Advanced Technology Education; or earn four credits in a state
approved career development program.

Given the flexibility MSDE has provided in using foreign language credits to meet graduation
requirements, an examination of continuation data in secondary Spanish and French 
(Grades 6–12) provides insight into program strength and attractiveness to students. Over the
past three years, approximately 60 percent of students in foreign language continue to the
successive level. More than 30 percent of those remaining continue to Levels 5 and to AP.  Prior
to last school year, MCPS regulations required middle school students to earn high school credit
for their middle school foreign language coursework if they passed the course, the countywide
final exam, and successfully completed the next level.  In March 2003, the Board endorsed the
decision to end the requirement for completing the next level. It will be important to monitor the
effect of this change on continuation enrollment in foreign languages at the high school level.

Foreign Language Credit

There is strong interest in learning foreign languages across the district, as evidenced by the
increased number of seniors graduating with foreign language credits (Table 6).  In spite of other
options, 90 percent of all MCPS graduating seniors earn two or more foreign language credits,
up from 88.7 percent three years ago. Thirty percent earned four or more foreign language
credits by the time they graduated in 2004, an increase of 1.8 percent from three years ago.
Graduating seniors who have earned up to three foreign language credits remain about the same
at 60 percent.  Another positive development is that the number of students graduating with
fewer than two or no foreign language credits has declined slightly over the past three years from
11.3 percent to 10 percent.  These numbers are particularly encouraging in light of the fact that
the University System of Maryland admissions requirement does not exceed two years of foreign
language study.  On the other hand, many colleges and universities across the nation still expect
or require potential students to have taken three or four credits of at least one foreign language as
part of a rigorous high school academic program of study. MCPS students are meeting this
challenge.
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Table 6
MCPS Graduating Seniors

Foreign Language Credits, Three Years
MCPS Seniors 

Graduating with a Diploma at the end of . . .
2001-2002

(8,179)
2002-2003

(8,719)
2003-2004

(8,854)
No Foreign Language Credits 6.2 % 6.6 % 5.7 %
Less than 2 (below requirement) 5.1 % 5.1 % 4.3 %
Two but less than 3 33.3 % 34.2 % 32.5 %
Three but less than 4 27.2 % 26.9 % 27.3 %
Four but less than 5 15.7 % 16.4 % 17.7 %
Five or more Credits 12.5 % 10.8 % 12.4 %

A breakdown of the data on graduating seniors with foreign language credits by race (Table 7)
indicates that all ethnic groups are succeeding in using foreign language as a graduation
completer.  Asian students are most likely to have earned two or more credits (94.6 percent)
followed by Whites (93.4 percent), Hispanics (89.2 percent), and African Americans (79.9
percent).  It is noteworthy that Hispanics are most likely to graduate with up to three foreign
language credits (66.8 percent), followed by African Americans (63 percent), Whites (60.5), and
Asians (58.5 percent).  On the other hand, Whites are most likely to have earned four or more
foreign language credits upon graduation (35.2 percent), followed by Asians (35.1 percent),
African Americans (26.9 percent), and Hispanics (22.4 percent). 

Table 7
MCPS Graduating Seniors 2004

Foreign Language Credits, by Race

MCPS Seniors Graduating with a Diploma in 2004
All

MCPS Seniors
(8,854)

Asian
American
(1,399)

African
American
(1,705)

White
(4,599)

Hispanic
(1,138)

No Foreign Language Credits 5.7 % 3.1 % 11.7 % 4.2 % 6.1 %
Less than 2
(below requirement)

4.3 % 2.1 % 8.5 % 3.3 % 4.7 %

Two but less than 3 32.5 % 30.6 % 41.1 % 28.2 % 39.2 %
Three but less than 4 27.3 % 27.9 % 21.9 % 29.0 % 27.6 %
Four but less than 5 17.7 % 20.9 % 11.3 % 20.3 % 12.8 %
Five or more Credits 12.4 % 15.2 % 5.6 % 14.9 % 9.6 %

Note: Numbers too small to report for American Indian category (13 students).
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Assessment Results

Countywide Final Examinations

Student performance on standardized tests is an important indicator of program success. The
COMAR requires middle school students to successfully complete the high school course and
pass the final examination in order to earn high school credit in a foreign language. To improve
program articulation from level to level and comply with state law, countywide final
examinations have been developed for Levels 1, 2, and 3 of French and Spanish.  An
examination for Italian 1 is being piloted this year and examinations are being developed for
Chinese and Japanese, now that they are offered in the middle schools.

Table 8 provides a three-year summary of student performance on countywide examinations in
French and Spanish, Levels 2 and 3.  More than 80 percent of the MCPS foreign language
students tested routinely pass both semester examinations, regardless of level, and middle school
students consistently outperform their high school counterparts on all measures.  

Table 8
Pass Rate Percentages on County Final Examinations

Three-Year Summary, Selected Foreign Language Courses
Percent Passing Final Examination

2003-2004 2002-2003 2001-2002

Foreign Language Course: Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring

% % % % % %

HS French 2A/2B 87 84 86 83 82 81

MS GT French 2A/2B 97 96 92 97 89 93

HS French 3A/3B 92 87 88 83 86 83

MS French 3A/3B 98 92 95 * 95 *

HS Honors French 3A/3B * * 96 94 * 91

MS Honors French 3A/3B 73** 100 100 100 100 100

HS Spanish 2A/2B 80 80 83 78 75 74
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MS GT Spanish 2A/2B 95 96 95 97 93 96

HS Spanish 3A/3B 85 88 84 82 86 81

MS Spanish 3A/3B * * 98 97 * *

HS Honors Spanish 3A/3B 97 95 97 94 95 93

MS Honors Spanish 3A/3B N/a 100 95 100 98 97

*Numbers for this course too small to report.  
**15 students in this group of 56 had no final exam grade reported; otherwise, the percentage could be expected to

be higher.

At foreign language levels above Level 3, recommended templates are used to standardize high
school department-developed examinations. Independent measures of student performance in
foreign languages are available for upper level students (Levels 4 and above) in the form of 
AP examinations, Subject Area Tests (SAT II), and IB certificates. Although not every student
who is enrolled in upper level foreign language courses takes these examinations or opts to earn
IB certification, the performance of those who participate helps MCPS gauge program success. 

Advanced Placement

MCPS offers AP coursework in French language, French literature, Spanish language, Spanish
literature, Latin Virgil, and Latin Literature.  Last year, 1,117 students were enrolled in foreign
language AP courses. One thousand one hundred ninety-two students took the AP examinations,
including 75 students who were not enrolled in AP courses. Table 9 illustrates the outcomes
from the past three years.  Sixty-eight students took the French Literature test; two students took
the German Language examination; five students took Latin Virgil; and one student took Latin
Literature.  Results are not included for examinations with fewer than 100 students reported.  It
is worth noting that for each language listed, the number of students taking the AP test has
increased over the past three years, as have the mean scores in French and Spanish language.
Those scores in Spanish Literature remained stable.  This information suggests that there is
strong and growing interest and success in AP courses; that MCPS foreign language students are
able and willing to undertake the challenge of more rigorous course work; and that the programs
in place are supporting student effort at challenging levels of academic work.

Table 9
AP Results, 3 Years*

Course 2001-2002 2002- 2003 2003-2004
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French Lang
Students Tested 253 242 272
Mean Score 3.4 3.1 3.4
French Lit
Students Tested 69* 66* 26*
Mean Score 3.04 3.18 3.12
Spanish Lang
Students Tested 459 600 682
Mean Score 3.7 3.9 4.0
Spanish Lit
Students Tested 48 119 161
Mean Score 3.5 2.9 3.0

*Scores for fewer than 100 students are not meaningful and usually not reported.

Subject Area Tests (SAT II)

A number of colleges and universities require students to take Subject Area Tests (SAT II)
examinations. SAT II is a test that measures how much students know about a particular
academic subject and how well they can apply that knowledge. Most languages have two
versions from which students may choose: the Language Test and the Language Test with
Listening.  Languages offered include French, French with Listening, German, German with
Listening, Spanish, Spanish with Listening, Modern Hebrew, Italian, Latin, Japanese with
Listening, Korean with Listening, and Chinese with Listening. Both tests evaluate student
reading ability in the language. The Language Test with Listening also measures student ability
to understand spoken language, in addition to student reading ability. Wide-ranging knowledge
of the language gained from three or four years of language study in high school, or two years of
strong preparation is a minimum expectation for high performance. The longer the language
learning sequence a student has in preparation for the test, the better, according to the College
Board. Students take the tests as a requirement for admission, as a placement test, or as an exit
examination when they conclude their language study at a particular level. It is not unusual to
find students with three-to-seven years of language instruction taking the test.

Scores earned by MCPS students in 2003–2004 (Table 10) indicate 491 students took the
examinations, predominately in Spanish, French, and Chinese. Those who took the examinations
in sufficient numbers to report mean scores performed at a high level across the board, indicating
they are well-prepared. Means were not provided by The College Board for tests where too few
students took the examination.  

Table 10
Score Distributions SAT II: Subject Tests
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Montgomery County Public Schools
2004

Language # of Students Mean Score
Chinese with Listening 74 762
French 123 656
French with Listening 42 665
German* 3
German with Listening* 1
Modern Hebrew* 4
Italian* 1
Japanese with Listening 8 725
Korean with Listening 10 779
Latin* 3
Spanish 189 640
Spanish with Listening 33 605
Total 491

*Numbers too low to report means.

International Baccalaureate

MCPS offers International Baccalaureate (IB) courses in four languages: French, Mandarin
Chinese, Russian, and Spanish. Most students take the foreign language IB examination in
Grades 11 or 12. Examination results from the previous three years are listed in Table 11. Over
the past three years, a total of 615 students have taken the tests, and the program has grown more
than 14 percent overall, owing principally to enrollment in Spanish. While the number of
students taking the tests has increased, the pass rate has remained stable for each of the past three
years at approximately 80 percent per year. 

Table 11
MCPS International Baccalaureate Results, 2002–2004

Year French
Mandari

n Russian Spanish
Total #

Diplomas
Total #

Examined

2002 73 7 4 100 184 230
2003 93 12 7 111 223 276
2004 83 2 0 123 208 263
Total 249 21 11 334 615 769

FOREIGN LANGUAGE IMMERSION PROGRAMS
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Course Offerings

Elementary School Immersion

Language immersion in MCPS is an educational approach in which students are taught the
MCPS curriculum content through the medium of a second language. The goals are to help
students attain functional fluency in a second language, develop the same English language skills
as their non-immersion peers, achieve other content mastery equal to their non-immersion peers,
gain cultural knowledge about speakers of a second language, and develop a better
understanding of their own language and culture.

Table 12 shows elementary immersion programs offered in MCPS—three total immersion (two
French and one Spanish), two partial immersion (Chinese and Spanish), and one dual language
program (Spanish).  In total immersion programs all of the core MCPS subjects are taught in the
immersion language. In partial immersion programs, approximately one-half of the day is spent
learning MCPS core subjects such as science and mathematics in the immersion language. The
main difference between an immersion setting, total or partial, and a foreign language class is the
approach to second language learning.  In immersion programs, language is the medium for
teaching the content rather than the subject of instruction.

Table 12
MCPS Elementary and Middle School Immersion Programs at a Glance

Elementary
School Type Language Subjects Taught

Middle School
Continuation
Grades 6 – 8

Subjects
Taught

  Burnt Mills
Dual

Language/Partial
Spanish Math and Science FS Key

Language and
Social Studies

  Maryvale Immersion/Total French
RLA, Math, Social

Studies, and Science
Gaithersburg

Language and
Social Studies

  Potomac Immersion/Partial Chinese Math and Science Hoover Language and
Art

  Rock Creek   
  Forest

Immersion/Total Spanish RLA, Math, Social
Studies, and Science

Westland Language and
Social Studies

  Rolling
Terrace Immersion/Partial Spanish

Math and Social
Science

Silver Spring
International

Language and
Social Studies

  Sligo Creek Immersion/Total French
RLA, Math, Social

Studies, and Science
Silver Spring
International

Language and
Social Studies

Middle School Immersion

Five middle schools  provide continuation partial immersion programming for the immersion schools in Grades 6–8
(Table 12).  In each of these programs, an MCPS content course, usually social studies, and the immersion language
form the core of the immersion experience. In the Chinese immersion continuation program, Chinese Through Art is
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taught in place of social studies. The middle school immersion program is designed to articulate with Level 4 Honors
in high school. 

Enrollment

Middle School

Middle school immersion programs  have experienced growth over the past three years.  Enrollment has increased
more than 19 percent from 320 to 381 students. The French program has demonstrated significant gains, while
Spanish and Chinese have remained relatively stable (See Table 13).

Elementary School

At the elementary immersion level, the overall three-year enrollment history demonstrates a slight growth in
Spanish, stability in Chinese, and a 7.4 percent increase in French (Table 13).  Additional analysis  of the figures for
Chinese reveals  that last year’s fifth grade class was larger than average at 36 students, explaining the enrollment
bulge in the 2003–2004 school year.  Likewise, the Spanish enrollment change from 2003–2004 to 2004–2005 is
explained by an enrollment decline at one of the schools.

Table 13
Elementary Immersion Enrollment, 3 Years

Lang/Year 2002-2003
2003-2004

2004-2005
Trend Percent

Spanish 606 625 610 Level --
French 525 573 564 Up 7.4%
Chinese 139 149 139 Level --
Total 1,270 1,347 1,313 Up 8%

Assessment Results

Standardized Assessment Results

At the elementary and middle school levels, immersion performance on independent measures is also of
interest, given that students are taught MCPS core content in the target language. 
Table 14 indicates tests taken by immersion students and the language in which they are administered.
All elementary immersion schools administer the CTBS and MSA in English.  The Montgomery County
Public  Schools Assessment Program–Primary Reading (MCPSAP–PR) is administered in the two total
immersion French schools in French through Grade 2 because instruction in English does not begin until
second semester Grade 4.  Similarly, Rock Creek Forest Elementary School administers the
MCPSAP–PR in Spanish through Grade 1 because students do not begin instruction in English until
Grade 2. The Department of Shared Accountability has validated the conversion of these examinations
into French and Spanish.

Table 14
Testing in Elementary Immersion Schools

Test
Burnt Mills
(Dual Lang)

Maryvale**
(Total)

Potomac
(Partial)

Rock Creek
Forest**
(Total)

Rolling
Terrace*
(Partial)

Sligo
Creek**
(Total)
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MCPSAP–
PR English

French 
K-2 English

Spanish 
K-1

English French
K-2

CTBS English English English English English English
MSA English English English English English English

Notes: MCPSAP–PR - MCPS Assessment Program–Primary Reading; CTBS – Comprehensive Test of Basic Skills;
MSA – Maryland School Assessment; *English introduced in Grade 2; **English introduced in Grade 4.

Table 15 illustrates the performance of Grade 2 immersion students on the CTBS in 2003.  All
Grade 2 immersion students performed as well or better than their non-immersion counterparts
within their own schools and across the county in virtually all categories. Burnt Mills
Elementary School dual language students achieved high scores in reading in comparison to the
building and to the county, exceeded the building average and met the county average in
language mechanics, and was slightly below the county average in language and mathematics
mechanics.  The small numbers tested, however, require cautious interpretation. Grade 2
immersion students at Maryvale Elementary School matched building performance in language
mechanics, but had a lower median percentile than the county average. Sligo Creek Elementary
School immersion students matched total school performance on the language assessment, but
did not match the overall county results for Grade 2 students. These results are consistent with
national trends.
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Table 15
Elementary School Immersion Students, Grade 2, CTBS 2003

CTBS, Median National Percentile For Subtest
# 

Students Reading Language Language
Mechanics Math Math

Computation

Maryvale ES

All MCPS Grade 2 Students -- 64 68 77 70 83
All School Grade 2 Students 88 55 55 55 79 90

Immersion 43 64 68 55 87 94

Sligo Creek ES

All MCPS Grade 2 Students -- 64 68 77 70 83
All School Grade 2 Students 115 73 55 65 70 90

Immersion 36 73 55 65 87 92

Potomac ES

All MCPS Grade 2 Students -- 64 68 77 70 83
All School Grade 2 Students 116 82 82 94 87 87

Immersion 24 86 82 98 94 92

Rolling Terrace ES 

All MCPS Grade 2 Students -- 64 68 77 70 83
All School Grade 2 Students 122 47 55 65 60 83

Immersion 49 82 68 87 79 94

Rock Creek Forest ES 

All MCPS Grade 2 Students -- 64 68 77 70 83
All School Grade 2 Students 86 73 68 87 87 90

Immersion 47 82 82 87 87 90

Burnt Mills ES

All MCPS Grade 2 Students -- 64 68 77 70 83
All School Grade 2 Students 99 47 43 65 52 58

Immersion* 11 73 66 77 74 78

*Caution:  Number of Immersion students tested is small.  

Table 16 illustrates Grade 2 student performance on the CTBS in 2004.  All elementary
immersion schools met or exceeded their school’s performance in mathematics, and all
elementary immersion schools but one met or exceeded the county average in mathematics.
Similarly, all but one immersion school met or exceeded the county average for Grade 2 students
in mathematics computation. Students in partial immersion programs at Potomac (Chinese) and
Rolling Terrace (Spanish), who are taught reading/language arts in English from Grade 1,
achieved high scores in all reading categories tested. At Burnt Mills Elementary School, students
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outperformed their building peers in reading, mathematics and mathematics computation, but
were below the average of all MCPS Grade 2 students in all categories tested.  The small
numbers tested require cautious interpretation. At Rock Creek Forest, where English instruction
begins in Grade 2, students met or exceeded expectations in reading and language mechanics.
These students scored lower than the average percentage for all Grade 2 MCPS students in
language.  At Maryvale and Sligo Creek elementary schools, English instruction begins the
second semester of Grade 4.  Although Maryvale Elementary School’s total immersion French
students exceeded their peers in reading, overall results did not surpass the average percentage
for all Grade 2 MCPS students in reading, language, and language mechanics, which was to be
expected due to the delay in English instruction.  Students at Sligo Creek Elementary School
also exceeded their non-immersion school peers and met the average percentage for all Grade 2
MCPS students in reading, but scored lower than the MCPS Grade 2 average percentage in
language and language mechanics, again as anticipated due to the delay in English instruction.

Table 16
Performance of Immersion Students on Standardized Assessments

Elementary School Immersion Students, Grade 2, CTBS 2004
CTBS, Median National Percentile For Subtest

#
Students Reading Language

Language
Mechanics Math Math

Computation

Maryvale ES

All MCPS Grade 2 Students -- 73 68 87 79 83
All School Grade 2 Students 101 47 55 45 70 83

Immersion 41 64 55 45 79 90

Sligo Creek ES 

All MCPS Grade 2 Students -- 73 68 87 79 83
All School Grade 2 Students 121 64 55 55 79 90

Immersion 38 73 55 50 87 90
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Potomac ES

All MCPS Grade 2 Students -- 73 68 87 79 83
All School Grade 2 Students 102 90 82 98 94 90

Immersion 25 90 82 94 87 83

Rolling Terrace ES

All MCPS Grade 2 Students -- 73 68 87 79 83
All School Grade 2 Students 104 55 68 77 65 76

Immersion 43 90 82 87 87 83

Rock Creek Forest ES

All MCPS Grade 2 Students -- 73 68 87 79 83
All School Grade 2 Students 84 55 55 87 65 76

Immersion 39 73 55 87 87 83

Burnt Mills ES*
All MCPS Grade 2 Students -- 73 68 87 79 83
All School Grade 2 Students 66 47 55 65 52 68

Immersion 13 54 49 57 60 74
*Caution:  Number of Immersion students tested is small.

Note:  All MCPS Grade 2 -- Reading 73, Language 68, Language Mechanics 87, Math 79, Math Computation 83.
Maryland School Assessment (MSA)

Over the past four decades, immersion research from Canada and the United States has
demonstrated consistently that elementary immersion students match the performance of their
peers by Grade 4 and in many cases surpass them by Grade 5 on standardized tests in reading
and mathematics administered in English (Genesee, 2004).  MSA data for Grades 3 and 5
provide strong evidence that total immersion students reach and in many cases surpass their
monolingual peers on standardized assessments conducted in English.

Table 17 illustrates Grade 3 and Grade 5 immersion student performance on MSA in 2003.
Third grade immersion students in all immersion schools exceeded building performance in
reading and mathematics, and five of six immersion programs exceeded MCPS performance for
Grade 3 students in reading and mathematics as well.  In reading, five of six Grade 5 immersion
programs met or exceeded their respective school averages and four of six exceeded county
average percentages.  When viewing these numbers, it is important to remember that the number
of students tested is very small. 

Table 17
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Elementary School Immersion Students, Grade 3 and 5, MSA 2003

Percent Proficient or Advanced 2003

MSA
Subject

All
MCPS
Grade 3
Students

All 
Grade 3

at
School

(%)

# of
Immersion
Students

Immersion
Students,
Grade 3

(%)

All 
Grade 5 at

School
(%)

# of
Immersio
n Students

Immersion
Students,
Grade 5

(%)

Maryvale ES
Reading 70 45 45 58 58 17 94
Math 76 54 71 54 94

Sligo Creek ES
Reading 70 67 42 76 59 21 66
Math 76 74 81 55 66

Potomac ES
Reading 70 90 45 96 90 18 100
Math 76 94 98 88 100

Rolling Terrace ES
Reading 70 52 25 92 62 23 95
Math 76 59 92 53 95

Rock Creek Forest ES
Reading 70 80 41 83 70 33 97
Math 76 80 93 70 88

Burnt Mills ES*
Reading 70 50 15 73 56 12 42
Math 76 54 80 57 75
*Caution:  Number of Immersion students tested is small.  
Note:  All Grade 3, MCPS – Reading 70 percent, Mathematics 76 percent.  All Grade 5, MCPS – Reading 75 percent,
Mathematics 68 percent.
Grades 3 and 5 immersion students performed even better on the MSA administered in 2004
(Table 18).  More than 90 percent of the students scored at the proficient or advanced levels in
reading and mathematics in all of the immersion schools, except one, exceeding MCPS
proficiency rates for all Grade 3 students.  At Burnt Mills Elementary School, 78 percent of the
students in Grade 3 achieved proficient and advanced ratings in reading, exceeding the school
average, while meeting the county average. At the fifth grade level, 86 percent or more of the
Grade 5 immersion students achieved proficient or advanced level ratings in mathematics and
reading in all schools except one; again, these were well above Grade 5 school averages for the
county.  Burnt Mills Elementary School immersion students matched their school’s performance
in reading, outperformed their school in mathematics, and fell short of county average
percentages in both subjects.  Again, it is important to remember that the number of students
tested is very small, making interpretation tenuous at best.  



23

Table 18
Elementary School Immersion Students, Grade 3 and 5, MSA 2004

Percent Proficient or Advanced 2003

MSA
Subject

All 
Grade 3 at

School
(%)

# of
Immersion
Students

Immersion
Students,
Grade 3

(%)

All
Grade 5 at

School
(%)

# of
Immersion
Students

Immersion
Students,
Grade 5

(%)

Maryvale ES
Reading 70 39 95 64 37 95
Math 71 95 63 89

Sligo Creek ES
Reading 76 33 91 79 41 93
Math 77 91 80 93

Potomac ES
Reading 92 22 100 92 36 95
Math 92 100 88 89

Rolling Terrace ES
Reading 70 38 97 63 7 100
Math 76 90 52 86

Rock Creek Forest ES
Reading 76 45 93 83 45 89
Math 80 96 79 87

Burnt Mills ES*
Reading 66 9 78 64 17 64
Math 54 9 78 55 70
*Caution: Number of Immersion students tested is small.
Note:  All Grade 3, MCPS—Reading 78 percent, Mathematics 79 percent.  All Grade 5, MCPS Reading 76 percent,
Mathematics 74 percent.
It is apparent that by Grade 3, students in total immersion schools—Maryvale, Sligo Creek, and
Rock Creek Forest elementary schools, where English instruction is delayed—and partial
immersion school students have caught up with and, in most cases, surpassed their monolingual
peers in reading and mathematics in Grades 3 and 5.  It also is apparent that elementary
immersion students are making positive contributions to the annual yearly progress of their
respective schools.

Table 19 describes the performance of Grade 8 middle school immersion students on MSA in
reading and mathematics.  In each case, the Grade 8 immersion middle school students
outperformed the results for the entire school to which they were assigned.  When compared to
the county average for all Grade 8 students, the percentage of Grade 8 immersion students
scoring at the proficient or advanced level on the MSA in reading and mathematics, from two
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out of three middle school immersion programs, exceeded the MCPS county averages across all
schools on the same tests. 
 

Table 19
Middle School Immersion Students, Grade 8, MSA 2003

Percent Proficient or Advanced 2003

# Students at
School

MSA
Subject

Immersion
Students, Grade 8

(%)

All Grade 8 at
School (%)

All MCPS Grade
8

Students (%)

Francis Scott Key MS

23
Reading 65 60 72
Math 48 37 58

Westland MS

21
Reading 91 80 72
Math 91 69 58

Silver Spring International MS

52 Reading 79 59 72
Math 60 38 58

      Caution:  Number of Immersion students tested is small.  Note:  All Grade 8, MCPS – Reading 72 percent Math
58 percent. Grade 8 immersion programming did not exist at Gaithersburg MS and Hoover MS in 2003. 

In 2004 (Table 20), data from all five immersion middle schools showed similar results.  In each
case, the Grade 8 immersion middle school students outperformed the results for the entire
school to which they were assigned.  When compared to the county average for all Grade 8
students, four out of five immersion middle schools outperformed the county average percentage
of Grade 8 students scoring at the proficient or advanced level on the MSA in reading and
mathematics.  These results suggest that the benefits of immersion continue to accrue to students
in the middle years; that is, middle school immersion students are able to continue acquiring
second language skills through core content subject matter and perform as well, if not better
than, their monolingual counterparts on content assessments in English.  Because of the low
number of students tested for each of the two years reported, it is difficult to draw firm
conclusions regarding these results.  Continued monitoring of scores over time will help
determine their validity.  For the same reason, the lower than anticipated results of one school
require additional investigation to determine what course of action should be taken to provide
additional program support.
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Table 20
Middle School Immersion Students, Grade 8, MSA 2004

Percent Proficient or Advanced 2004

# Students at
School

MSA Subject Immersion
Students, Grade 8

(%)

All Grade 8 at
School (%)

All MCPS 
Grade 8 Students

(%)

Hoover MS

14 Reading 93 94 72
Math 100 91 59

Francis Scott Key MS

14
Reading 71 60 72
Math 43 38 59

Westland MS

21
Reading 91 85 72
Math 91 72 59

Gaithersburg MS

10 Reading 90 66 72
Math 100 52 59

Silver Spring International MS

31 Reading 84 61 72
Math 74 34 59

Caution:  Number of Immersion students tested is small.  Note:  All Grade 8, MCPS –  Reading 72 percent,
Mathematics 59 percent.

BENCHMARKING

To measure the MCPS Foreign Language Program against comparable districts, a list of school
districts was identified using the criteria established by MCPS in 2000:

• An enrollment of 125,00 students plus or minus 50,000
• 100–250 schools
• 10,000–20,000 staff members 
• 30–60 percent minority
• Expenditures of at least $5000 per pupil and up



26

A questionnaire was created, piloted, and e-mailed in late August 2004 to the foreign language
supervisor in ten school districts that met the established criteria.  Five school districts
responded: Charlotte-Mecklenburg, Fairfax County, Jefferson County, Palm Beach County, and
Prince Georges County.
 
Offerings

Results indicate that the MCPS Foreign Language Program compares favorably to similar
districts. Although MCPS ranks third among these school districts in total enrollment, it ranks
first in total number of students enrolled in foreign languages (44,019), surpassing Fairfax
County (36,102), and Palm Beach County (30,350).

MCPS and Fairfax both offer ten languages, followed by Prince Georges and Jefferson County,
who each offer seven languages (Table 21).  All of the surveyed districts and MCPS offer
French, German, Latin, and Spanish, and all but Palm Beach County offer Japanese. In addition
to MCPS, Chinese is offered in Jefferson County and neighboring Fairfax. 

Table 21
Benchmark District Comparisons

School District
MCPS Charlotte-

Mecklenburg

Fairfax
County

Jefferson
County

Palm Beach
County

Prince
Georges
County

Enrollment
Total District 140,492 116,853 163,527 92,694 172,532 134,988

Total Foreign Language 44,011 27,595 36,102 11,936 30,350 38,499
ASL 329 1,476 19 1,091

Arabic 27 199
Chinese 741 167 30
French 9,490 4,505 7,023 3,732 4,702

German 56 1,454 2,470 728 101
Italian 418 158

Japanese 211 215 1,074 114 393
Latin 1,810 1,227 3,460 687

Russian 237 222
Spanish 28,572 20,194 19,894 6,626 23,905

SSS 1,655 1,892
Other

AOL 465
Hebrew 25
Korean 117

Dual Language and Immersion Programs

MCPS and each of the five districts provide dual language instruction and instruction for Spanish
speakers. Charlotte-Mecklenburg provides total immersion instruction in three languages–French,
German, and Japanese—as compared to total immersion offerings in French and Spanish at MCPS.
Fairfax County provides four partial immersion programs—Spanish, French, German, and Japanese.
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MCPS middle school immersion programs offer immersion instruction in two courses at the middle
school instead of just one provided by benchmark districts, thereby increasing the amount of instructional
time in the foreign language. (Table 22).

Table 22
Benchmark District Programming

Special
Progams MCPS

Charlotte-
Mecklen

Fairfax 
County

Jefferson
County

Palm Beach
County

Prince Georges
County

Dual Language Spanish K-8 Spanish K - 12 Spanish Spanish K - 5 Spanish
French K-8

Spanish K-4

Heritage
Language

SSS 7-12 Spanish 9 - 12 Spanish 9 - 12 Spanish 6-12 Spanish 8-12

Total
Immersion

French
Spanish K -5
with partial

cont
6 - 8

French
German

Japanese K - 12 French K-8

Partial
Immersion

Spanish
Chinese

Spanish
French
German
Japanese

FLES
Spanish
French
Chinese

Spanish K - 5 Spanish
French
Latin

Spanish K-5 Spanish French
K-6 yes

FLEX/AOLC

Gr 6 Spanish French
German Gr. 6

Spanish
French
German
Japanese

ASL
Latin

Spanish K - 5 Spanish K -6

yes

Honors

French
Spanish
Chinese

Latin
Russian

K-5

Table 22 continued

Special
Progams MCPS Charlotte-

Mecklen
Fairfax 
County

Jefferson
County

Palm Beach
County

Prince Georges
County

AP
Spanish
French
Latin

French
Spanish German

Latin
5/Language

German
French
Spanish

Latin

French 4-5
Spanish 4-5
Latin 3-4 

German 3-4

French, Spanish
Latin Language

& Literature
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French
Spanish 6 /
Literature

Latin 5
/Literature

IB

French
Spanish
Chinese
Russian

French
German Spanish

Latin

Grm, French,
Spanish, Ch

French 4-5
Spanish 4 –5
German 3-4

French Spanish

MYP
French
Spanish

French
German
Spanish

German French
Spanish

French Spanish

PYP
Spanish

French 
Spanish

CI
Spanish
French

DL
Spanish K-3

Latin 1-2
Japanese Japanese 1

Spanish 5

OLL
Spanish 1
French

Literature

Spanish 1-2

Other  
Sp-Spanish; SSS-Spanish for Spanish Speakers; Fr-French; Gm-German; Jp-Japanese; Ch-Chinese; Lat-Latin;
Lit-Literature; Lng-Language; ASL-American Sign Language.

Assessments
All of the districts are relatively evenly matched in IB and AP offerings.  MCPS alone offers the
Cambridge International Program.  Fairfax County provides online learning in Spanish 1 and
French literature.  Jefferson County offers Spanish K–3 through Latin 1–2 through distance
learning, and Prince Georges County broadcasts Japanese 1 and Spanish 5 through interactive
TV.

Fairfax County leads all six school districts with systemwide assessments in eight of its ten
languages, while MCPS follows with four.  Jefferson County utilizes an outside vendor’s online
assessment to provide an independent measure of accountability.  Fairfax and Prince Georges
Counties are piloting the same instrument.
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Graduation Requirements
Jefferson and Palm Beach Counties have neither state nor local foreign language requirements.
Virginia provides two types of diplomas: a standard diploma, which has no foreign language
requirement, and an Advanced Studies diploma, which requires either two years each of two
languages or three years of one language.  Charlotte-Mecklenburg has a two-year state and local
requirement, while Prince Georges County and MCPS have a two-year completer option.  

FINDINGS

The internal review of the MCPS foreign language program discloses a strong, comprehensive
program that results in widespread student participation and success.  Specific findings of the
analysis include the following points:

1.  The MCPS Foreign Language Program is a comprehensive program that offers a variety of 
      languages and language programs, meeting a range of interests and levels of readiness.  
Sixty percent of all secondary students are enrolled in foreign languages, far exceeding the
national average.
Enrollment in foreign languages is increasing at the secondary level in all but three languages. 
Immersion enrollment is growing.

 2.   A high percentage of seniors graduate with two or more years of foreign language credits. 
Ninety percent of graduating seniors have taken at least two years of a foreign language. 
Sixty percent of graduating seniors have taken at least three years of a foreign language.
Thirty percent of graduating seniors have taken at least four years of a foreign language. 

3.  MCPS provides foreign language teachers curriculum frameworks, instructional guides, and 
assessments aligned with state and national standards, which serve to prepare students for
college-level courses and standardized instruction across the county. 

Countywide final examinations ensure vertical and horizontal articulation. 
An 80 percent pass rate on lower level examinations indicates the assessments are reasonable yet
challenging.  
Upper level participation and performance on AP, SAT II, and IB examinations is high,
indicating the courses are attractive and effective. 

4.  Performance of immersion students on standardized measures demonstrates the effectiveness 
     of the immersion approach.  

Partial immersion students performed as well as or better than their school and MCPS
peers on CTBS and MSA tests.  
Total immersion students, whose English instruction is delayed until Grade 2,
performed as well as or better than their Grade 2 building and MCPS peers on nearly
all CTBS and MSA tests. 
Immersion students whose English instruction is delayed until second semester of
Grade 4 performed as well as or better than their school and MCPS peers on CTBS
and MSA tests for mathematics and mathematics computation. 
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Immersion students continue to perform in mathematics as well as or better than their
school peers in Grades 2 and 3; by Grade 5, immersion students equal or surpass their
grade level peers countywide in mathematics. 

5.  The MCPS foreign language program competes with comparable districts.  
MCPS has the largest number and highest percentage of students enrolled in foreign
languages K–12 (44,019). 
MCPS is unsurpassed in number of languages offered (10).

6.  The MCPS community values foreign languages.
The MCPS community is highly supportive of foreign language program initiatives.
The level of demand is high for new languages and programs, as well as courses at
the advanced levels (e.g., AP, IB).
MCCPTA provides elementary language instruction in three languages to more than
4,000 students in 109 schools.

Recommendations

The review of foreign language in MCPS reveals areas for further investigation or action,
including the following:

1. Develop a process to determine new language offerings to assure articulation within
clusters.  MCPS staff must consider foreign language programs and courses offered at
specific elementary, middle, and high schools, so that continuity is provided for extended
sequences from one level to the next. 

2. Develop a protocol to identify Grade 6 students to participate in foreign language
programs.

3. Review immersion programs for consistency of English language instruction.
4. Improve communication to parents regarding the current articulation patterns for

immersion programs.   
5. Review and revise the middle school immersion programs. 
6. Monitor enrollment patterns in the middle school immersion programs. 
7. Collaborate with the Office of Human Resources to recruit highly qualified immersion

teachers. 
8. Collaborate with the Office of Organizational Development to develop a professional

development plan to support the new immersion teachers.
9. Continue to align the curriculum with instructional resources including textbooks.
10. Consider the use of externally-developed assessments to provide independent validation

of student performance in the foreign language program and determine program
effectiveness.
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APPENDIX

Languages Offered by School, 2004-2005
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Elementary School Program
Language

  AOLC/OL ASL Arabic Chinese French German Italian Japanese Latin Russian Spanish SSS
Burnt Mills Dual Lang           x  
Maryvale Total Imm     x        
Monocacy Foreign Lang           x  
Potomac Partial Imm    x         
Rock Creek Forest Total Imm           x  
Rolling Terrace Partial Imm           x  
Sligo Creek Total Imm     x        

Total 7    1 2      4  

Middle School Program
Language

AOLC/OL ASL Arabic Chinese French German Italian Japanese Latin Russian Spanish SSS
Argyle            x  
Baker            x  
Banneker      x      x  
Briggs Chaney      x      x  
Cabin John     x x      x  
Eastern  x    x      x x
Farquhar  x    x      x  
Forest Oak      x      x  
Frost     x x      x  
Gaithersburg Partial Imm     x      x x
Hoover Partial Imm    x x      x  
Key Dual Lang x    x      x  
Kingsview      x      x  
M. L. King  x    x    x  x x
E. Brooke Lee      x      x  
Middle School Program Language (cont.)

AOLC/OL ASL Arabic Chinese French German Italian Japanese Latin Russian Spanish SSS
Montgomery V  x    x      x  
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Neelsville  x    x      x  
Newport Mill  x    x      x x
North Bethesda      x      x  
Parkland      x  x    x x
Poole            x  
Pyle      x  x x   x  
R. Clemente      x      x  
Redland  x    x      x  
Ridgeview  x    x      x  
Rocky Hill            x  
Rosa Parks      x      x  
Shady Grove  x    x      x  
Silver Spring In Partial Imm x    x      x x
Sligo      x      x  
Takoma Park      x      x  
Tilden  x    x      x  
J. West  x   x x      x x
Westland Partial Imm x    x  x    x  
White Oak      x      x x
Wood  x    x      x x

Total 37 15 4 32 3 1 1 37 9

High School Program
Language

AOLC/OL ASL Arabic Chinese French German Italian Japanese Latin Russian Spanish SSS
B-CC     x x  x  x x x  
Blair      x    x  x x
Blake      x      x x
Churchill     x x    x  x  
High School Program Language (cont.)

AOLC/OL ASL Arabic Chinese French German Italian Japanese Latin Russian Spanish SSS
Damascus      x     x x  
Einstein      x x   x  x x
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Gaithersburg    x  x    x x x x
Kennedy      x   x   x x
Magruder      x    x  x x
Northwest     x x    x  x  
Northwood      x      x  
Paint Branch      x   x   x  
Poolesville      x      x  
Quince Orchard   x  x x    x x x  
R. Montgomery     x x      x x
Rockville   x  x x      x x
Seneca Valley      x    x  x x
Sherwood      x x     x  
Springbrook      x x     x  
W. Johnson     x x  x  x  x x
Watkins Mill      x    x  x x
Wheaton      x  x    x x
Whitman      x  x x x x x  
Wootton   x  x x    x  x  

Total 24 3 1 8 24 3 4 3 13 5 24 12

Special School Program
Language

AOLC/OL ASL Arabic Chinese French German Italian Japanese Latin Russian Spanish SSS
RICA x x
Mark Twain x

Total 2 1 2
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